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Introduction

The purpose of the high school program in Worcester County is to help students gain the knowledge and skills
needed to follow academic pursuits in possecondary education, to prepare students for careers in the world
of work, and to help develop those citizenship qualities needed to maintain and improve our democratic way
of life.

If the schools are to achieve the purposes for which they function, an attemptust be made to provide a
program of instruction that is meaningful and valuable to each individual eligible for a high school education.
School counselors, teachers, and parents need to encourage all students to participate in the most rigorous
program for which they may be capable.

The awarding of a high school diploma should indicate the student's successful completion of the minimum
requirements set forth by the Maryland State Board of Education and the Worcester County Board of Education.
The diploma shall be interpreted to mean that the student has complied with the academic, social, and
attendance regulations of the school and has successfully completed courses that are commensurate with
his/her ability.

Students graduating from a WorcesteCounty High School will be required to satisfy all the requirements of
the State of Maryland plus those additional requirements of the Worcester County Board of Education.

Eligible graduates of the Worcester County Public Schools may be awarded the Wotee£ounty Certificate of
Merit 1 and/or a Career and Technology Program Certificate. These certificates provide graduates with
documented evidence of the type of high school program completed. The Career and Technology Program also
describes the skills dtained while enrolled in a technology program. This certificate should help students
understand the skills they possess when seeking employment and help employers assess the proficiencies
attained by graduates seeking employment.

A Maryland High SchobCertificate is available only forstudents with disabilities receiving special education
services who are not able to meet the requirements described above.

1See pagédl.



Graduation Requirements

Credit Requirements

To be awarded a diploma, a student gl be enrolled in a Maryland Public school systerand have earned a

minimum of 21 credits in the following areas

CORE REQUIREMENTS

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

State
. Current Specific Credit Required f Current Specific Credit
Subject Area Requirements Assessed ST 58 Requirements
Course?
4 credits , 1 creditO
I English9 Fine Arts See course list on page
Enalish T English 10 PARCC
9 1  English 11i American English10
Literature Physical
1  English 12 British Literature Education 0.5 credit
3 credits?, including: Health 0.5 credit
3 11 cred!t in Algebra concepts PARCC
Mathematic 1 1 creditin Geome_tryconcepts Algebra |
1 1 other Math credit (not Math Technology 1 credit
elective credit) Education See course list on page 8.
3 credits, including: o
I 2 World L
1 credit in Biology O O;redlts in World Language
2 additional CrEd.'tS |nclgd|ng 2 credits in an approved Advanced
laboratory experience, in any or all of Technology Program
Science the following areas: Biology HSA Program Choice | or
1 Eart_h Science ) 4 credits in aState-approved Career
1 E_nvuroqmental Science & Technology Education Completer
1 Life Science p 5
1 Physical Scienc® fogran
3 credits, including:
1 1 credit in U.S. History . .
Social Studies 1 1 credit in Local, State and Government Electives o c_red|ts DITELEE SRS EETE
HSA requirements.

National Government
1 1 credit in World History

2 During transitions from HSAelated assessments to MDCCRS based assessments, graduation requirements for assessments will

vary by year of enrollment in the course. Please consult pagdésrénore detailed information.

3 Beginning with theClass of 2018, while only three credits in mathematics are required for graduation, a student
must enroll in a minimum of one course in mathematics each year of high school regardless of the number of high

school math credit(s) earned in middle school.
4 While students are required to enroll in Algebra Il, they must complete courses in Algebra | and Geometry.
> Some programs require more than 4 credits for completion.




Assessment Requirements

Maryland High School Assessments
The assessed courses are English 10, Algebra I, Biology, and American Government. The requirements for these
assessmentyary as a result of the transition from The Maryland High School Assessments to new assessments
from the Partnership for Assessment oReadiness for College and Careers (PARCC). Students should check with
the high school counselor to determine the requirements that will affect them. The most current high school
graduation requirements from The Maryland Department of Education (MSDE) ares dollows:

Course Tester Status Assessment Requirement
Enrolled in Algebra | for the first time beginning in | Participate in PARCC Algebra |
Fall 2015

Algebra |

. Recive a score for Algebra PARCC or

Completed Algebra | prior to the Fall of 2015 Algebra | HSA
Enrolled in Algebra | after the 201516 school year | Pass Algebra | PARCC
Enrolled in English 10 for the first time beginning in | Participate in PARCC English 10

English 10 | Fal2015

. . Recive a score for English 10 PARCC or

Completed English 10 prior to the Fall 02015 English 10 HSA
Enrolled in English 10 after the 201516 school year | Pass English 10 PARCC
Enrolled in Biology prior to the Fall of 2016 Pass Biology HSA
Enrolled in Biology for the first time durin g the 2016-| Participate in Biology HSA

Biology 17 school year
Enrolled in Biology for the first time beginning in the| Pass MISANewMaryland Integrated
2017-18 school year Science Assessmergtformerly Biology

HSA)
American Entered 9th Grade prior tothe 2013-14 school year | Reive a score for Government HSA
Government Entered 9th Grade in or after the 201314 school yea| Pass Government HSA

Transition Course Information
Even though the requirement is participation only for Algebra | and English 10, begiing with the 2015-2016
school year, all students shall be assessed using acceptable college placement cut scores no later than 11th
grade in both mathematics and English. If they do not achieve a score that indicates they are college and career
ready, they will be enrolled in transition course(s) or other instructional opportunities during their 12th grade
year8 It is important to understand that student performance on the PARCC Algebra | and PARCC English 10
will be a good indicatorfor how they will perform on the college placement assessments that will inform the
need for transition courses.

6 College and Career Readiness and College Completion Act of 2013




Bridge Plan for Academic Validation

The Bridge Plan for Academic Validation provides eligible students an additional opportunity to meet the
testing requirement that will lead to a Maryland High School Diploma. Students must demonstrate defined
knowledge and skills to graduate, either through the traditional testing program, which includepassingor
earning the required combined score, or the Bridge Plan programh WCPS student who thinks (s)he qualifies
for this option is encouraged to explore the Bridge Plan for Academic Validation tign with a school counselor.

The Bridge Plan has been approved by the Maryland State Board of Education and is included in theeGuid
Maryland Regulations (COMAR).

Passing Scores for Required High School Graduation Assessment Requirements

English HSA AA'?]‘;E{;‘/E%"";Z Biology HSA Govﬂgg‘;em
396 412 400 394
PARCC PARCC
el Ve English 10 Algebra |
2016-17 725 725
2017-18 733" 733"
2018-19 741% 7417
2019-20 750" 750~

*Approved by MSDE each year. Subject to change.

Assessment Outcomes

The following chart lists possible outcomes after taking the required state high school assessmer8sudents
should consult with their school counselor for personalized information regarding their outcomes.

Assessed Course Required Assessment Outcome
_ | On track to receive MD High Schoo
Pass + Pass = .
Diploma
Pass + Fail = | Assistance & Retake Exam
Fail + Pass = | Retake Course
Fail + Fail = | Retake Course & Exam

AP Substitute Exams for the MarylantdSA/PARCC

To encourage more rigorous coursework and eliminate duplicate testing, MSDE accepts scores of 3, 4, and 5 on

identified Advanced Placement (AP) exams (see below) in place of passing scores on the corresponding High
School Assessments.

MD Assessment BRI Placemgnt exam Student Requirements

(acceptable scores: 3, 4, 5)

Calculus AB
Algebra | PARCC g;alc_ulgs BC Take AP course and test

atistics Earn acceptable score

Biology HSA g'%ﬁgz Language Substitute acceptable AP score for H
English10 PARCC English Literature passing score
GovernmenHSA *U.S. Government and Politics

*Course not offered by WCPS.



College and Career Readiness Assessment Requirements

As a result of the College and Career Readiness and College Completion Act of 2103, students must also meet certain assessgumement in addition
to the above graduation requirements. The chart below explains the assessment requirements students nmstet by Grade 11. Als@lease refer to the

MSDE English Language Arts and Mathematics assessment requiremédatated in the Addendum of this catalog

11" Grade Assessment

Senior Coursework

Re-Assessment

If a student is not college
and/or career determined at

OR OR OR OR accupLacer R the end of 11" grade,
PARCC SAT ACT AP (Wor-Wic) Dual Enrolment he/she will:
English English 11 score of Score of 500 or Score of 21 or English Reading 79+ Admission to and Complete an ELA transition Summative Course
Language Level 4 or 5 greater greater Language & and enrollment in a course or an additional ELA Assessment
Arts _ Evidenc_e-based Composite/ Compos!tion or Sentence Skills Mar y l and i nstruct i onag (externally validat_ed
(ELA) English 10 score of Reading & Average of English 90+ appropriate ELA (online, hybrid, module, by local community
Level 4 or 5 satisfies | Writing (EBRW) English Test & Literature college credit etc.) in preparation for re- college)
the CCR Section Reading Test Composition bearing course. assessment OR
determination only scores Exam Score of Existing local OR PARCC 11
for 11™ graders 3.4 0r5 agreements Enroll in a transition course OR
enrolled in English n between LEAs articulated with a SAT/ACT
11 during the 2015- and community community college. These OR
2016 & 2016-2017 colleges on CCR articulated college courses Accuplacer
school years are accepted. include, but are not limited OR
(pending continued to, Developmental English, AP Test
research) courses approved by the
community college as
sufficient preparation for
college, or courses that are
taught by community
college faculty.
MATH* Algebra Il Score of 500 Score of 21 or Calculus AB Elementary Admission to and Complete a math transition Summative Course
Score of Level 4 or 5 or greater greater on Calculus BC Algebra test score enrollment in a course or an additional Assessment
Mathematics Mathematics Statistics of 70+ Maryl and mat h Ai nst r| (externallyvalidated
Section Test Exam Score of and appropriate math opportunityo by local community
[For 11" graders 3,4,0r5 College Level college credit module, etc.) in preparation college)
enrolled in Math bearing course. for re-assessment OR
Geometry, PARCC test score of 20+ Existing local OR PARCC Algebra Il
Geometry may also agreements Enroll in a transition course OR
be used to meet the between LEAs articulated with a SAT/IACT
SB740 assessment and community community college OR
requirement.] colleges on CCR Accuplacer
are accepted. OR
AP Test
Meet CCR|*1f a student is determined #fc dgrade, @EeCCR equideynénts have beea mét forrmathematiss. However, rstuderds entering the 9™ grade class of
Standard 2014-2015 school year shall enroll in a mathematics course in each year of high school that the student attends, up to a maximum of 4 years of attendance, unless in the 5" or 6" year
a mathematics course is heeded to meet a graduation requirement.
Career/Tech An appropriate transition Technical Skill
Programs course or other instructional Assessment
(CTE) opportunity consistent with recognized by MSDE
the completion of a State leading to a license or
Approved Career and an industry
Technology Education certification

Program of Study (see link

and attached list)




Courses Meeting the Fine Arts Requirements

The following courses meet the graduation requirement for Fine Arts.

Music English Visual Arts
121103 | American Popular 220103 Introduction to 111103 | Artl
Music Theatre
120143 | Band (Fall) 220113 Theatre Production 113123 | Design &
Photography |
120153 | Band (Spring) 220123 Technical Theatre 112133 | Photography
120103 | Band (YearLong) 112113 | Utilitarian Art Forms

120132 | BandFront/Majorette
122113 | Concert Choir
121163 | Foundations of Music
History

124123 | Jazz Ensemble
121123 | Orchestra

120123 | Show Chaoir

Courses Meeting the Technology Education

Requirements

The following courses meet thegraduation requirement for Technology Education.

Technology Education
161103 Foundations of Technology
436113 | AP Computer Science Principles
814103 PLTWIntroduction to Engineering Design

462113 | Foundations of Computer Sciencé&Only if not
taken aspart of the Computer Science prograr
of study)

Courses Meeting the Advanced Technology

Education Requirements

Completion of 2 of he following courses meet the graduation requirement for Technology Education.

Technology Education
163203 | Engineering Design
162113 | Advanced Design Applications
162123 Technology in Society




Program Choices

As indicated on Page 5a student can complete his/her graduation requirementshrough the following Program choices:

Option One: World Language

Option Two : Advanced
Technology Education

Option Three : Career &
Technology (CTE) Completer

2 Credits in a consecutive World
Language
and
3 Credits of Elective Coursework

2 Credits in an Approved
Advanced Technology Education
Sequence
and
3 Credits of Elective Coursework

4 Credits in a Career & Technology
Education Progrant
and
1 Credit of Elective Coursework

- L
&GS

N
wo
N

W/

W
N

7 Some programs require more than 4 credits for complediea.CTE course descriptions.
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Service Learning Requirements

In accordance with the Maryland State Department of Education Approved Service Learnitigplementation Plan, service
learning is infused into the arriculum and provides multiple opportunities for student participation. In the required ninth
grade Government social studies course, students must complete two structured projects of independeservice learning
activities outside of school hours that include planning, action, and reflection.

The combination of the secessful completion of both the middle school service learning program and the projects infused into
the Government course meetshe Maryland Service Learning Graduation Requirement. Students that did not atten# 67", or

8t grade or took Government in Worcester County should meet with their guidance counselor to ensure they meet the service
learning graduation requirement.

Maryland State Diplomas &

Certificates

Maryland State Diploma
The Maryland State diploma awarded to students upon graduation from a Maryland public high school shall be:
1. A State diploma; and
2. In recognition of the fulfillment of the minimum enrollment (four years beyond grade 8), competency prerequisite,
credit, and student service requirements.

Diploma Endorsements: Certificate of Merit
Graduatesmay qualify for the Worcester County Certificate of Merit by passing all required State assessments in #éiddito the
following coursework:

English- 4 credits (Must be earned in Level 3 or 4 courses)

Social Studies 4 credits (Must be earned in Level 3 or 4 courses)

Science- 4 credits (Must be earned in Level 3 or 4 courses). (Completion of the Biomedi&aience or PreEngineering
Program will be considered as meeting one of the Science credits).

Mathematics- 4 credits (Must be earned in Level 3 or 4 courses)

World Language- 3 credits (Must be earned in same language)

Electives- 6 credits (All Level 3or above)

Fine Arts- 1 credit

Physical Education/ Health/Family Life- 1 credit

Technology Education 1 credit

=A =4 =

=A =4 =4 -8 -89

Students receiving this certificate may have no final course grade of F. Students must also have av@ifhted GPA. This is a
28-credit requirement.

Maryland High School Certificate
The Maryland High School Certificate is awarded only to students with disabilities who have an Individualized Education
Program (IEP) and who do not meet the requirements for a diploma but who meet one of th@léwing standards:

1 The student is enrolled in an education program for at least four years beyond grade eight or its age equivalent, and is
determined by an Individualized Education Program (IEP) team to have developed appropriate skills for entering the
world of work, acting responsibly as a citizen, and enjoying a fulfilling life. Career Preparation shall include (but not be
limited to) gainful employment, work activity centers, sheltered workshops, and supported employment.

1 The student has been enrolledh an education program for four years beyond grade eight or its age equivalent and has
reached age 21.

11



Grading Standards &

Procedures

The school year is divided into four (4) marking terms. At the end of each nireek term, students receive a report card for
each subject. Theeport card provides an assessment of student performance that term. Students earn humber grades in the
acadanic subjects based upon a percentage assessment. These number grades are assigned as follows:

90-100% A Superior achievement
80-89% B Good achievement
70-79% C Average achievement
60-69% D Poor achievement
59% or less F Failing work

Students will also receive an assessment on how well they are working in accordance with their ability. Each report card
contains an area on which the teacher and/or parent may write comments concerning the student's progress. This area may
also be used to include a mguest for a conference.

Report cards are sent home each term and contain the records of attendanétarents should sign the report card and return it
to the school promptly.

Unit Of Credit

Once the student successfully meets the expectations of a clabg student receivesthe appropriate unit of credit. It is the
accumulation of these units of credit in the appropriate subjects/subject area, and in the required number, that will deternme
which high school diploma andor certificate the student receives.

Grade Value

Letter grades are assigned on a percentage basis. Both the percentage and letter grades will appear on the studeptst card
each marking term. Each letter grade carriean additional numerical value. These values are:

Grade Paint Value

mMoOwW>
orNwWA

These grade values are utilized in conjunction with the course level value to make determinations of the student's academic
achievement.

Course Levels

Each course in the curriculum of the Worcester County higéchools has been assigned a course level value. This value is an
indicator of the degree of difficulty the student may encounter. The student and his/her parents may wish to consult these
values in their selection of courses. The course level value walbpear on each student's report card. The levels are defined as:

12



Level | Descriptor Defined
I Basic The courses are usually of a remedial nature.

Il General Physical Education, Employment Experiere
Family and Consumer Sciencand Health courses.

[ College Prep These courses are of a challenging naturg
English, Mathematics, World Language, Soci
Studies, Science

v Advanced College These courses are only those for which advance
Placement/Dual Enrollment | college placement credit may be earned.

Academic Significance

The academic significance of a completed course of study may be determined by multiplying the numerical value of the grade
by the value of thecourse level. For example, a student receiving the letter grade of "A" (value 4) in an advanced course (Level
IV) would earn the academic significant value d.

Worcester County high schools utilize the academic significance in determining grade pointegiage, scholastic standing,
academic recognition and admissin to the various National Honor Societies
Note: An "F" grade will receive no @&dit before or after weighting.

Final Exam Policy

Philosophy

The Worcester County Board of Education believethat the effectiveness of the instructional program is enhanced by well
defined learner outcomes, the use of a variety of effective teaching strategies, and various methods of assessment. Thel Boar
recognizes that a variety of assessments provides muchtbk information that make the cycle of instruction work. Measures of
student achievement help educators ensure that the school system will meet its instructional goals.

The Board further believes that final examinations: help to bring focus to the essial outcomes specified in the course of study,
help to bring closure to a course and promote curricular articulation among the high schools. Final examinations are an
important measure of student achievement and mastery of course content. They provigencipals, school improvement teams,
and others with an additional means of evaluating the success of the school's instructional program. They provide a measfire
quality control, and are responsive to the increasing expectations of the public and thegfessional staff relative to
accountability. Finally, experiences with locally developed final examinations can better prepare students for successful
achievement in endof-course State examinations required for graduation.

General Guidelines

1. Final examnations must be completed in order to qualify for the awarding of high school course credit. All students will
take a comprehensive final examination in all grade 912 subject areas. However, the following exemptions will apply:

a. Students enrolled in hgh school courses who take college/national examinations or MSDE approved CTE
industry certification tests at the immediate end of the course are exempt from final examinations. Their final
course grade will be the cumulative grade in the course. In sormases, AP courses may be offered in the fall of
the year when no AP examinations can be administered. In these instances, students shall take a
comprehensive final examination.

b. Upon the recommendation of the teacher and approval of the principal, otherdividual exemptions may occur.

2. Final examination grades shall be averaged as part of the final course grade and shall count as 20% of the final course
grade.

3. Students who receive special education services are expected to successfully complete their Indlialized Education
Plan. Students who receive special education services in general education classes will take final examinations as
required by the Individualized Education Plan.

4. Final examinations shall be based on the contents of the entire course agblve directly from the approved curriculum.

13



5. An objective and/or essay test shall constitute a reasonable portion of the final examination grade in all courses. In
addition, portfolios and other performance assessments, etc. may be included in the fieaamination. The assessments
of subject knowledge of the student will incorporate methods appropriate to the State high school assessment and will
cause him/her to exhibit higher level thinking skills associated with PARCZHSA and other current learning
philosophies.

6. Time shall be allocated in each course for a review prior to the final examination.

7. 100% of the examination will be developed by supervisors/coordinators in sessions with content area teachers from
schools in the county.

8. As the State enebf-course assessments are implemented, other local eraf-course requirements may change.
Currently, students who take PARCC or AP exams will be exempt from taking final exams.

9. Final examinations will be administered on a halflay basis for students schedied at the end of the course and will not
exceed two hours in length.

10. The annual County school calendar will indicate the half days for students designated as EXAM DAYS, taking into
account the differing schedules among the high schools.

High School Rewe Credit (School Year)

Students who wish to raise a D or F subject grade received in a high school course may attempt to do so by attending a school
year review credit program. The following standards apply to review credit enroliment.

1 The student must hae attended the class to be reviewed for the full course length even though he/she may have

received a failing grade and completed a final exam.

1 A student may earn review credit in an HSA course only if they fail the course but successfully pass the Hicfo8l
Assessment.
Subjects offered during the school year will be limited to those in which there is sufficient student demand.
No less than 45 clock hours of ktlass work will be accepted for one unit of credit in academic subjects. 22.5 clock
hours ofin-class work will be accepted for onehalf credit in academic subjects.
Courses may be offered after school, during school, and during the summer.
Students will be responsible for their transportation arrangements if transportation is not available.
Students must have approval by his/her school principal or designee in order to be enrolled in review credit courses.
Students may earn a maximum of four (4) review credits.
Grades earned in review credit courses will be entered on the student's permanent reco The original grade shall be
null and void. Requests by a student's parent/guardian that a grade not be recorded will be honored.

=A =

=A =4 =4 -4 A

Repeating a Course

A student may repeat a course to replace a D or an F, but only during the following semester in whigé tourse is offered.

14



Earning High School Credit during

Middle School

Studentsin middle school may earn high school credit upon successful completiontbe high schoolcourse requirements Those
middle school students who wish to receive higlschool credit for a World Language must successfully complete all course
requirements and receive a passing score on the eraf-course testsIn order to meethigh schoolgraduation credit for Algebra
I, the studentmust successfully completehe Algebral courseand receive a passing score othe PARCC Algebradssessmenf

Some colleges, universities, and the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Clearinghouse may not accept high school
graduation credit earned while in middle school. In thee cases, students need to fulfill state graduation requirements by
earning credits in subsequent high school courses for which the middle school courses were prerequisites. For example,
students earning Algebral and World Language credi in middle school may be required totake additional courses in those
subjects in high school to mee€learinghouserequirements.

Earning College Credit through

High School Coursework

Worcester CountyHigh Schools offer eligible students opportunities taeceive college credit/ advanced placement/or both
through the following courses and program options:

1. Advanced Placement Courses

Each high school and Worcester Technical High School offer advanced placement (AP) courses through the College Board. The
#7111 ACA "TAOA8O !0 0071 COAI Alekefstudied witOthesk dré sBIiGn high schddl andto dbGiA Al
college placement or credit, or both, on the basis of their performance on AP Examinations. Colleges and universities fataul

an AP policy appropriate to their institution:

T 31T A AxAOA OAOAAEO6 & O NOAI EEUEI C ' 0 %w@Ai COAAAO 1T &£ o
their college degrees.

T / OEAOO AxAOA OAAOAT AAA DIl AAAIphrtrddactory codrées éntel higdetleel @D AT O
and/or fulfill general education credits.

2. Dual Enrollment Courses on Worcester County Public
School Campuses

Worcester County Public Schools offers dual enroliment courses in partnership with Wakic Canmunity College, University of
Maryland Eastern Shore, and Salisbury University. Certain courses will be taught on WCPS campuses by our faculty. Priority
will be given to students who meet the admission requirements listed below and are seeking to obtawth high school and
college credit. Additionally, students are responsible for applicable course tuition and fees to the college. Once a duallenent
course has been successfully completedhe student will receive one high school credit. This credivill be reflected on the
OOOAAT O8O0 EEGCE OAEIT1 OOAT OAOEDPO8 ! AAEOET T AT T Uh OEA worOAAIT
xEl1l APPAAO 11 OEA OOOAAT 660 Al 11 AcCA OOAT OAOEDOS

8 During transitions from HSAelated assessments to MDCCRS based assessments, requirements for earning credit in Algebra | w
vary by year of enroliment. Please coltpages 67 for more detailed information.
15



Wor -Wic Community College

Students who wish toenroll in a Wor-Wic Community college dual enrollment course must be students of Worcester County
Public Schools and meet the following requirements:

be a senior or a junior who has earned at least 16 high school credits;

be on track for graduation;

havecompleted all service learning requirements;

have successfully met HSA requirements;

have scored as College Ready on the PARCC assessment, successfully received a score on the Accuplacer test consisten
with eligibility for placement in a college credit bearing course level, orachieved SAT scores of $Dor better in Critical
Reading and Mathematics or a 21 or better on ACT subscores;

have successfully completed all prerequisite requirements as delineated in each course description;

have a recommendation fom the high school principal verifying that all of the eligibility requirements outlined above

have been met.

=A =4 -4 - -9

= =4

Below is a list of WorWic courses that may be offered on WCPS campusédease note that all courses are not offered at
each WCPS hjh school. Please refer to the course descriptions beginning on pa@d of this catalog. More information is also
available through your guidance department.

1 Fundamentals of EnglisH 1 General Chemistry |

1 Elementary Statistics 1 Environmental Science

9 CollegeAlgebra & Trigonometry

Salisbury University

The Salisbury University Dual Enroliment Program establishes the standards and mechanisms for high school students from
7#03 O1T A1 oiil1 ET OAI AAO AT OOOAO 1 ££AOA AheA@y AtddEnied and kecives A A
Salisbury University credit upon successful completionThese courses are taught at the WTHS campuStudents must meet the
following requirements:

1 be a senior or a junior who has earned at least 16 high school credits;

1 beon track for graduation;

1 have scored as College Ready on the RBC assessmenbrachieved SAT scores of BDor better in Critical Reading and
Mathematics or a 21 or better on ACT subscores;

1 have a written request from a parent or guardian;

 abidesbyall7#03 OAEI T 1 DBIi1EAEAO AT A #1AA 1T &£ 300AAT O #1171 AOAONK

1 have a recommendation from the high school principal verifying that all of the eligibility requirements outlined above
have been met.

Below is a list of courses offered at WTHS associated with the Project Lead the Way Program. More information and course
descriptions are available on pagd01 of this catalog and at the WTHS guidance office.

WCPS Course SU Credit Earned Credit
Hours
AP Physics C PHYS 221 4
Digital Electronics COSC 250 4
Engineering Design & ENGR 100 3
Development

16



3. Career Technical Programs

Worcester County Public Schools participate in articulation agreements with community colleges in various states. Students
who earn a "B" or better in technical programs that have the content of their curriculum aligned with corresponding certifita
and degree programs at the colleges may earn credit for the work they have completed in high school. Current articulation
agreements between Worcester County Public Schools and Wvic Community College can be found at
http://www.worwic.edu. The current Worcester Technical High School courses that articulate and transcript credit can be found
iT 71 OAAOOAO 4 AAE kB Athttp:(wWen@ Worc8sfeifebhhd.ofg O x

Each institution of higher education has requirements and documentation for credit acceptance. Students are highly encouraged
to speak with admissions departments ainstitutions they are considering attending to determine details of credit acceptance.

17
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Alternatives to Four Year Enrollment at

a Worcester County High School

There aretwo alternatives to completing all four years of high school in a Worster County Public School. They are:

1 Dual enrollment at acollege/university or other accredited school with parttime enroliment at a Worcester County
high school.
1 Early Graduation for students who have met all requirements needed for a high school tipa;

Special provisions will be made for students during the senior year to encourage them to stay in high school including, bot n
limited to:

1 The School to Careers Program will be made available to students who wish to come to school part of the day and have
a job the rest of the day. Students are required to complete Employment and Career Preparation prior to thistbe-

job experience.

Attendance at the Worcester Technical High School for career program courses.

Attendance at high school part of the day and taking courses at neighboring colleges/universities or other sols.

=A =

1. Dual Enroliment at Colleges / Universities / Other Schools

Sixty (60) days prior to seeking approval for dual enrollment, students must meet with a guidance counselor in their school t
review all of the requisite conditions and to develop a plan of action to meet these conditions. Seniors and juniors whoéav
earned at least 16 high school credits may take college credit (not remedial level) coursework at neighboring universities/
colleges, or other schools in order to further their education. Students planning to attend must present evidence they henet
ALL WCPS eligibility requirements prior to being released from high school during the school daystudents must take four
credits of high schooldual enrollment coursework and may be awarded no more than the maximum number of credits
permitted by the high schml schedule for the year Courses taken at colleges/universities, etc. must be courses that are not
offered at the student's high school, unless granted an exception by the Chief Academic Officer. Students enrolled in tbggam
will be responsible for completion of all application materials required by the institute of higher learning and payment of all
applicable fees, textbooks, and transportation.In addition, students must

be a senior or a junior who has earned at least 16 high school credits;

be on track for graduation;

be at least 16 years of age by the beginning of the college semester;

be enrolled in a public high school in Worcester County;

have completed all service learning requirements;

have successfully met HSA requirements;

submit evidence of admission to the college/university;

submit a Dual Enrollment Certification Form

submit evidence of having tested into credit bearing courses in an institution of higher learning, suchRARCC English
11 and PARCC Algebra IBAT, ACT, and/or Acqplacerin RELA and Math

submit current student schedule

submit transcript showing acumulative grade point average of 2.%r higher on a 4.0 scale;
submit transcript with successful completion of Algebra Il;

enroll in four courses during the senior year?

submit parent/ guardian permission letter;

be certified bythe school counseloras meeting all of the eligibilityrequirements outlined above;

=8 =4 =4 -4 -84 _-48_9_19

E

9 Studentsgraduating in 2018 and beyomnalist enroll in a course providing a fourth year of mathematics either at the high school or college level.
Please consult padgefor more information.
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Upon approval from the school principal, a letter of recommendation from the principal along with the Dual Enrollment
Checklist is sent to the Chief Academic Officer for final approval. Students who seek to take additional dual enrolimentses
and fewer than four credits at their high school must obtain special permission from their principal.

Wor -Wic Community College Dual Enrollment Opportunities

Alist of approved courses that are offerecby Wor-Wic Community Collegés located inthe Appendix ofthis catalog These
courses are available to takeat Wor-7 EA3 O AAI DOO8 0 I-\ViiACDAMuDItk Eollage Ciirse Gatalog forimOre
information about courses Students mustmeet the above criteria to be eligible. Please contact your school cmelor for
more information.

University of Maryland Eastern Shore Dual Enrollment Opportunities

A list of approved UMES courses isocated in the Appendix of this catalogand can be taken at the UMES campus. Pending
agreements may permit courses on WCPS campuses in the futu®&tudents must meet the above criteria to be eligibleMore
information is also available through your guidance department.

2. Early Graduatiorg Re@iving a Maryland High School Diploma after
Successful Completion of 3 Years of High School

At the beginning of the junior year, students seeking this alternative must meet with a school counselor in their school éview
all the requisite conditions toreceive approval of this alternative. A written request by the student and parent or guardian is
made to and approved by the school principal, asking for the waiver of the"4/ear attendance requirement and certifying the
early admission acceptancerior to the end of the Fsemester of the Junior YearStudents must:

Have completed all requirements for graduatiorand a Maryland High School Diploma

Havea 3.0/4.0 GPA in core classes

Have a cumulative attendance rate of 94%

Havecompleted all assigned Secess Plan Tasks in Naviance

Have met all state competency prerequisites and student service requirements

Present evidence of having tested into credit bearing courses in an institution of higher learning, such as PARCC

Algebra Il and PARCC English 11, SAACT, and/or Accuplacer

1 Submit an alternative plan for the waiver of the & year enrollment requirement. The plan should include:

o Written request to the principal asking for the waiver of the &4 year attendance requirement

o Written request from a parent or guardian to the principal asking for the waiver of the # year attendance
requirement

o Letter from the college certifying early admission acceptance to an accredited college

o Plan of studyfor the first year of colege

=A =4 =4 -4 -4 4

Upon approval from the school principal, a letter of recommendation from the principal is sent to the Chief Academic Officer
for final approval. Once approved, students are eligible to receive their high school diploma and participate in the graduation
ceremony along with the current senior class.

Concurrent Enrollment

WCPS students may take college courses concurrently outside of the school datyidents enrolled in an institute of higher
education will be responsible for the completion of all applicdbn materials required by the college and payment of all fees,
textbooks, and transportation.
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Academic Recognition

Students exiting high school may be eligible for departmental awards. Interested students should consult appropriate
department chairpersons to determine their eligibility. Only seniors who have completed the last two years of school (junior
and senior years) in a Worcester County Public High School are eligible for the Old Home Prize.

Senior Recognition Program

A ThreeTiered Snior Recognition Program will be based on the cumulative, weighted grade point average in English,
Mathematics, Social Studies, Science, and World Language, including all Advanced Placement/college level courses in Worcester
#1 O1 OU 00OA1 EA cdrddidmb. | TBStier foAwhibhial sénior may qualify will be determined at thenel of the third
marking period. The honor tiers are as follows:

1 Summa Cum Laude 5.05 GPA and above
1 Magna Cum Laude 4.90 to 5.04 GPA
1 Cum Laudez 4.80 to 4.89 GPA

GPAcalculations will be carried out to three decimals (or thousandths) and rounded to two decimals (or hundredths). For
example, a GPA of 5.045 will be rounded to 5.05.

If a senior qualifies for one of the honor tiers, the designation will be noted on th©sOA AT 086 O OOAT OAOEDPOS

Honor Roll & Scholastic Achievement

Honor roll and scholastic achievement recognition will be based on a student's grade point average in all coursework. To be
eligible for honor roll and scholastic achievement recognition, includinghte Scholastic Achievement Award, a student may not
have a grade of D or F in any subject. A student must be enrolled in at least two major courses (English, Mathematics,cgcien
Social Studies, World Language, Technology/Business, Computer Science, erearolled in core courses of programs of study
at Worcester Technical High School) each grading period at Level Il or above.

To be eligible for the honor roll, a student must have a minimum weighted grade point average of 3.5. To be a candidatéhfor
distinguished honor roll, a student must have a minimum weighted grade point average of 4.5 with no grade below a "B" in any
course. A student with a "C" and a grade point average of 4.5 or higher will be moved to the honor roll.

Computations for honor rdl will be determined by marking period grades.

Honor Roll Computation Example Course Level | Grade | Points
The honor roll is computed using the following calculations: Semester |, First Marking Period
A-4 points English 3 A 5
B - 3 points
i AP 4 B 5
C- 2 points Psychology
; o World Histor 3 A 5
If the course is an honors course (Level Ill), one bonus point &dded so Artl iStory > A 4
e ' Semester Il, Second Marking Period
A -5 points -
B - 4 points Trlgonom_etry 3 B 4
C- 3 points AP C_hemlstry 4 C 4
Physical 5 A 4
If the course is an AP course (Level IV), two bonus points are added so that: |-Education
A - 6 points Technqlogy 5 A 4
B - 5 points Education
G 4 points

All four courses taken each semester are used in the calculations, and each cougsgorth one credit, for a total of four credits.

20



For Semester Jduring the first marking period, 19 points (5 + 5 + 5 + 4) are earned and divided by the four courses/credits for
a weighted GPA of 4.75 and Distinguished Honor Roll status.

For Semester I, during the second marking period, 16 points (4 + 4 + 4 + 4) are earned and divided by the four courses/credits
for a weighted GPA of 4.00 and Honor Roll status.

WeXL Scholastic Recognition Program

Worcester County Public Schools recognizes scholastiché&vement in order to:

Recognize and reward students who excel in scholastic achievement;

Instill pride in outstanding scholastic achievement;

Focus attention on the academics and the worth and value of scholarship;

Provide an incentive to stimulate studats to excel in scholastic areas; and

Promote school and community awareness and pride in outstanding scholastic achievement.

=A =4 =8 -8 -4

A marking period refers to the endof-NOAOOA O Al AOGOOIT TiI COAAAR AO POET OAA 11 A C
There are four marking periods in a school year, shown as Q1, Q2, Q3, or Q4 on report cards. A marking period grade does not
include the final course exam or the enaf-course/ semester grade. Marking period grades are used to calculate Quarter
Weighted GPAs.

Scholastic Recognition Banquet

A Scholastic Recognition Banquet (also known as the WeXL Banquet) will be held in the late spring of every school year for al
high school students who qualify. Each school will form a committee to verify which studentsave qualified. Below are
explanations and requirements of recognition available to students. Letters, pins, and certificates will be presented at the
banquet.

Scholastic School Letter
To earn a scholastic letter, a student must maintain a 3.5 Quarteraighted GPA, with no Ds or Fs in any course, for a range of
four consecutive marking periods. This achievement equates to an Honor Roll status or higher. To qualify, a student must be
enrolled in at least two major courses (English, Mathematics, SocialuStes, Science, World Language, Technology/Business,
Computer Science or are enrolled in core courses of programs at study at Worcester Technical High School at a Level llloehig
1 Consecutive marking periods can be in the same school year (Q1, Q2, @8,@4) or they can occur consecutively from
one year to the next (Q3 and Q4 in Semester 2 of a school year, and Q1 and Q2 in Semester 1 of the very next school
year).
I If a student does not earn a 3.5 Quarter Weighted GPA in a marking period immediatelyqgorio the banquet, after
having earned four consecutive marking periods not yet recognized, that student will still be invited to the banquet.
o Exception 1: All students who have earned a 3.5 Quarter Weighted GPA for three consecutive marking periods
in their ninth grade year, will qualify for the banquet in the late spring of their ninth grade year.
0 Exception 2: Students new to Worcester County Public Schools in grades-1ID who qualify for three
consecutive marking periods immediately after enrollmentwill earn a scholastic school letter.

Note: 3 OOAAT OO xET OOAT OFEAO &EOI T TTA 71 OAAOGOAO #1 01 Ou 0O0OAIl EA
marking periods with them and will have the number of eligible marking periods applied to theinew school in our system.
Scholastic Bar Pin

The second time a student earns a 3.5 Quarter Weighted GPA, with no Ds or Fs in any course, for a range of four consecutive

marking periods, the student will be presented with a bar pin to be added tothe stddl 08 O 1 AOOAO8 | OOOAAI
bars for achieving this standard.

Scholastic Star Pin

To earn a scholastic star pin, a student must maintain a 4.5 Quarter Weighted GPA, with no grade below a B in any cours, for
range of four consecutive meking periods. This achievement equates to a Distinguished Honor Roll status. A student will
continue to earn stars for achieving this standard.

Consecutive As Certificate

The same marking periods used to qualify for the Scholastic Recognition Banquet Mde used to qualify a student for the
Consecutive As recognition. Consecutive marking period grades are used in this recognition, not efiecourse or semester
grades.
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General Information

Attendance

All students are expected to attend school regutly in accordance with the Public School Laws of Maryland, Sections301, 7-

302, and 3804 of the Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article, and may be excused from class or school only for reasons as

specified in the Code of Maryland Regulations, 13A.08.02, 13A.08.01.03, 13A.08.01.06, and 13AA.10.01.04 B\

For more information on the Attendance PoliciesDAA OEA 71 OAAOOAO #1 &1 6U

ESOL

All eligible students must be notified of these courses at registration. Names recommended students should be submitted to
the Coordinator of Instruction for ESOL. An evaluation of foreign transcripts and credits will be conducted to determine citsd

earned toward a Maryland High School Diploma.

Naviance

Worcester County PublicSchoolsprovides Naviance, a state of the art webased college/career exploration program you can
use at home. Naviance enables students to manage their personal college/career portfolio. It connects students and parents to
college information, scholarshps, career interests, learning styles, personality type, and resume building. Naviance also
manages historical data. When seniors track their college application/admissions, the information is recorded in confidential
scattergram plots. Current students ca see the colleges former students have applied to and were accepted at, based on grade

point average and SAT test scores. Counselors are able to send emails and important notices via Naviance. Students can view

00OAIl EA

3AEI

upcoming College Visits and register for vits if interested. Please contactUl OO OAET 1180 COEAAT AA
information and/or to set up registration.

The links below can be used to access the Naviance Family Connection Portals for the following schools:

School

Naviance Family Connection Website

Berlin Intermediate School

www.connections.naviance.com/berlini

Stephen Decatur Middle School

WWW.connections.naviance.com/sdm

Snow Hill Middle School

WwWw.connections.naviance.com/snowhill

Pocomoke Middle School

www.connedions.naviance.com/pocomokems

Pocomoke High School

www.connections.naviance.com/Pocomoke

Snow Hill High School

www.connections.naviance.com/snowhillhs

Stephen Decatur High School

WWWw.connections.naviance.com/stephendecatur

Special Education

Special Education services are designed to meet theeds of students with disabilities who have been found eligible for services
through the Individualized Education Program (IEP) process. An IEP is developed through an IEP Team and reflects special
education instruction, supports, related services, and &t restrictive environment guidelines in accordance with the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEAR). NOTE: All diploma seeking students, including students with IEPs and 504 plans, must
complete graduation requirements.

Transfer Students

A gudent who transfers from a middle or high school may be exempt from one or more of tmequired assessmentsf the high
school principal awards the student credit for Algebra/Data Analysis, Biology, English 1dr Government or all of these. To
award credit for each or all of these courses, the principal shall determine through the following considerations whether the
student demonstrates subject matter knowledge aligned with the content standards for the subject:
administration of standardized tests and gaminations;

inspection of transcripts, report cards, and other documents; and

use of content knowledge and performance level interviews
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International Students
Course credit toward meeting the graduation requirements will be awarded on a cad®/-case bass using the same criteria for

awarding transfer credit.

504

Students become eligible for a 504 plan due to a documented disability that limits one or more major life functions. A
multidisciplinary 504 team develops the 504 plan that reflects appropriate acommodations and modifications in accordance
with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. NOTE: All diploma seeking students, including students with IEPs and 504 plans,
must complete graduation requirements.

\

&

LN LRIV A

23



Course Descriptions

Course Offerings in this Catalog of Approved High School Courses contain brief descriptions of all approved courses offered.
Each high school offers a broad selection of these courses; however, coursey vary somewhat from high school to high school
both in courses offered and content. Students and parents should work together to review the course offerings, the graduatio
requirements, and other information in this catalog to make the best choicesrfeach student.

Also, please note that PSAT/SAT preparation instruction has been integrated through the English and Mathematics curricula.
For specific information regarding a course, contact the subject area teacher or caitswith your school counselor.
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Business

Principals of Business Management and
Entrepreneurship 8§
841103 Level: 3
SCED: 16104

Credits: 1.0

This course provides a foundational
understanding of the role of business in a global
society, American business as a dynamic process,
forms of business ownership, management
concepts, marketing, production and distribution,
accounting and finance, human esources, and
administrative, legal, and administrative services.
This is one of two foundation courses required for
all pathways in the Business Management and
Finance Career Cluster and is essential to all
pathways.

Information Processing §
842103 Level: 3
SCED: 12006

Credits: 1.0

This course is an overview of four
Microsoft Office applications: Excel, Power Point,
Publisher, and Word.

Consumer and Personal Finance §

844103 Level: 3 Credits: 1.0
SCED: 22210

Prerequisite: Junior or senior status

In Consumer and Personal Finance,
students develop skills in a variety of business
applications, which apply to personal finance and
explore consumer applications thatwill enable
them to be successful in realistic settings that they
will encounter as an adult. Students apply
problem-solving skills to business related
transactions and acquire basic money management
skills. Topics include, but are not limited to:
banking services, budgets, car and personal loans,
checking accounts, consumer protection, credit
cards, housing options, insurance, investment

opportunities, job applications, money
management, retirement planning, saving
accounts, and tax filing.

Principles of Accounting and Finance §

833123 Level: 3 Credits: 1.0

SCED: 12104

8 - Weighted Class

- Dual Enrollment Course

This course provides students a
foundational understanding of how systematic
records form the basis for business decisions.
Students study the accounting cycle and apply the
principles to managing a business.This is the
second of two foundation courses required for all
programs of study in the Business Management
and Finance Career Cluster and is essential to all
pathways.

Accounting Il §
834113

SCED: 12104
Prerequisite: Accounting lor Principles of Accounting
and Finance

Level: 3 Credits: 1.0

This course focuses on the study of
accounting methods in preparation for post
secondary study.

Economics §
620103

SCED: 04201
Prerequisite: Algebra |

Level: 3 Credits: 1.0

This course is a survey of economic
concepts, principles, and functions. Students will
examine theories and then apply those theories to
actual economic behavior. Microeconomic topics
include supply and demand, production and
consumption, and the economic role of
government. Macroeconomic topics include
measures of economic activity, the business cycle,
money supply, and economic forecaslg.
International economic issues include trade policy,
currency exchange, and international economic
organizations.

Entrepreneurship & Business Development §
821153 Level: 3 Credits: 1.0
SCED: 12063

Students study the process of starting and
developing a business enterprise. The structure of
business as well as regulations and marketability
will be covered in depth. Students will research
and develop working business models

25
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English

English Progression

Year Course
Grade 9 English 9
Grade 10 English 10
Grade 11 English 11 - American Literature
Grade 12 English 12 - British Literature*

*Upon teacher recommendatiorstudentsmay substitute AP English Literature & Composition, College Writing,
World Literature, Fundamentalsof English | oFundamentals of English as their fourth year English iedit.

English 9 §
211103
SCED: 01001

Level:3 Credits: 1.0

Students are taught the characteristics of
the short story, nonfiction, poetry, the novel and
drama. In addition, they study the characteristic
structure of each genre- the structure of the short
story, nonfiction, the novel and the three act or five
act play. They also study the poets' use of poetic
structure and language. All students are required
to read and report on four fulHlength works per
semester.

Language conventions are taught as needed
through writing. Students practice speaking and
listening skills through a variety of activities. They
give oral reports on their readings, and they work
extensively with response partners or in small
groups during the prewriting and revision stages of
writing lessons.

This course prepares students for the
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for
College and Careers (PARCC) 9 assessment.

English 10 §
212103

SCED: 01002
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of English 9

Level: 3 Credits: 1.0

Students explore themes in literature,
points of view, symbolism, characterization, irony,
and literary language. In exploring each of these
aspects of literature, students read a variety of
genre - short story, nonfiction, drama, poetry, and
the novel. Additionally, students are required to

268 - Weighted Class

- Dual Enrollment Course

read four full-length works each semester.
Language conventions are taught as needed
through writing.  Vocabulary development is
directly related to the literary selections. Writing
assignments are made in the conte of the writing
process. Students practice skills in speaking and
listening through a variety of classroom activities.

This course prepares students for the
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for
College and Careers (PARCC) 10 assessment.

English 11 - American Literature §

213103 Level: 3 Credits: 1.0
SCED: 01054

Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion ofEnglish 9 and
English 10

Students in American Literature explore
the literature of the United States from colonial
times to the present. The selections are studied in
terms of how they affect and are affected by the
social and historical climate. In addition, students
read a variety of literary genre: essay, poetry, and
short story. They read to interpret, to evaluate, and
to expand vocabulary. Students review a variety of
ways to write sentences (sentence combining).
They progress from one paragraph, three
paragraph, and five paragraph papers with the
culminating activity being a researchpaper.
Students will also practice speaking skills through
a variety of activities.

This course prepares student for the

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for
College and Careers (PARCC) 11 assessment

- State Assessed Course



English 12 - British Literature §
214103 Level: 3

SCED: 01056

Prerequisite: ~ Satisfactoy completion of English 9,
English 10 and English 1% American Literature

Credits: 1.0

British literature is the basis of this
curriculum. It is a hisrical survey starting with
Anglo-Saxon literature, proceeding through
Medieval, Renaissance, Puritan, 17th Century, 18th
Century, Romantic, Victorian, and 20th Century
writers. The literature used as a departure point
for a variety of writing exercises. Writing is the
direct result of ideas encountered in literature.
Instruction in language and grammatical skills is
systematically provided. Usage and fundamental
communication skills are reviewed. Informal
speaking skills are the main thrust of classrom
speech instruction. Because this could be the last
formal educational situation for many of our
students, the primary thrust of the language
instruction is clear communications.

Developmental English §

211013 Level: 3 Credits: 1.0

SCED: 01996

Prerequisite:  Students determined not to be
college and career ready by their grade 11 PARCC
English scores.

(Note: This is a 12 grade transition course and is
intended for students determined not yet to be
college and career ready at the end of the 1"Lgrade
as determined by their grade 11 PARCC English
scores.)

This transition course is for 12" grade
students who were not identified as on track for
college and career readiness by the end of the
semester of theirllt grade year as determined by
their grade 11 PARCC English scores. This course
will be used upon the Maryland College and Career
Transition Course scope of content which will focus
on developmental skills. Students in this course
will study conventions of standard English, such as
grammar and usage when writing or speaking, as
well as capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing. This course will also focus on both
argumentative and informational writing. Students
will write arguments to support claims in an
analysis of substantive topics or texts, and provide
sufficient evidence and to write

8 - Weighted Class

- Dual Enrollment Course

informative/explanatory texts to examine and
convey complex ideas, concepts, and information
clearly. An emphasis will be placed on close
reading to: determine central ideas or themes of a
text, summarize key ideas, analyze how and why
individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact
over the course of a text, analyze the structure of
texts, assess how point of view or purpose shapes
the content andstyle of a text, as well as integrate
and evaluate content presented in diverse formats
and media.

Upon completion of this course, students
will retake the PARCC 11 assessment to reassess
their level of college and career readiness.

College Literacy: Reading and Writing §
English 097
211023
SCED: 01996
Prerequisite:  Students determined not to be
college and career ready by their grade 11 PARCC
English scores.

(Note: Thisis a 12h grade dual enroliment course
with Wor-Wic Community College that is intended
for students determined not yet to be college and
career ready at the end of the 1% grade as
determined by their grade 11 PARCC English
scores.)

Level: 3 Credits: 1.0

This course is forl2th grade students who
were not identified as on track for college and
career readiness by the end of the semester of their
11% grade year as determined by their grade 11
PARCC English scores. This course is designed to
prepare students for ENG 101 andther college

reading and writing experiences. Areas of
instruction include vocabulary, reading
comprehension, punctuation, grammar and

sentence structure, as well as paragraph and essay
writing. It is specifically designed for students who
need both EN@95 and ENG 096, and it fulfills the
requirements of both of these courses. Group and
individual instruction are provided. Students are
placed in this course as a result of their reading and
writing diagnostic assessment scores or they can
enroll on their own. My Skills Lab is being used as
a supplementary site in this course.

Upon completion of this course, students
must achieve a 75% average in the course, which
includes the final exam.

- State Assessed Course
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EnglishDepartment

Electives

A Departmental Academic Elective does not satisfy the English graduation requirement. This course counts
toward graduation requirements as an elective only. The SAT Prep/College Research course is counted in

determining honor roll/scholastic achievement status.

Introduction to Literature
212221 Level: 1
SCED: 01068

Credits: 1.0

Introduction to Literature is a research
based reading program that is designed for
students who need to improve their basic reading
skills. The course addresses the essential
elements: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary, and text comprehension. During the
course, students are constantly engaged as they
rotate through four different stations. The
students participate in a wholegroup discussion
format, receive individualized instruction in a
small group setting, participate in interactive
software, and are provided time for individual
reading. This program provides students withthe
tools to celebrate reading while they develop and
enhance their comprehension.

This course is for elective credit only. It

does not satisfy the English graduation
requirement.

World Literature §

221113 Level: 3 Credits: 1.0
SCED: 01058

Recommendation: Satisfactory completion of English 9
and 10

The study of world literature focuses on an
awareness and understanding of various world
cultures through the reading and analysis of short
stories, poems, and plays. The course is study built
on the various genres with an emphasis on
universal themes in literature.  Students see
commonalities in themes from the Mediterranean,
Europe, Africa, Asia, the South Pacific, South and
Central America, North America, and Great Britain.
In addition, students learn about the lives of

288 - Weighted Class

- Dual Enrollment Course

various authors and how their lves impacted their
writing.  Students are required to read four full
length works that represent four geographical
areas.

The format of the class is studententered
discussion along with essay and personal and
reflective writing. Students are required to keep a
writing journal.

Students practice skills in speaking and
listening through a variety of classroom activities:
discussion, group work, research and reports on
required reading, and interpretative reading on
assigned works. Research papers ekpe the
commonalities in  themes from  various
geographical areas.

Language conventions are taught as
needed through writing. Vocabulary development
is directly related to the literary selections.

Communications: Legal Interns §
220193 Level: 3 Credits: 1.0
SCED: 01155

This course offers a broad survey of a
variety of communications arts via integration with
elements of the legal system. Some of the skills
covered will include: interpersonal
communications, nonverbal communications,
speech and listening skills, informed impromptu
speaking, lucid relation of complex ideas and
written communication.  Additionally, students
will learn how to conduct a direct line of
guestioning, facilitate a crossexamination, deliver
an opening statement, deliver a closing statement,
raise an objection and respond to an objectiog all
verbally and while maintaining professional
decorum with relation to tone and body language.

Students will have an opportunity to apply
some d these skills through regular meetings in

- State Assessed Course



front of a local lawyer and/or judge and peers in a
Ol EOGAG AT 6GEOT T 1 AT O AO
Furthermore, students will write a legal analysis of
case law relevant to their interests and deliver an
oral presentation based upon that analysis (similar
to a Supreme Court brief). Students in this course
should have a desire to improve their public
speaking skills and a willingness to hone those
skills in the rapid-fire environment of controlled
debate.

Advanced Placement English Literature and
Composition §
214104

SCED: 01006
Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of American
Literature and British Literature

Level: 4 Credits: 1.0

Advanced Plaement Literature and
Composition is a course emphasizing the
development of skills in critical reading of
imaginative and discursive literature and in
writing about literature and related ideas. It is
designed for students capable of doing college level
work in English while they are in secondary schoal,
who are willing to devote the energy necessary to
complete a course more rigorous and demanding
than other high school English courses designed for
the college bound student.

Because of the rigorous demanrsl of this
course, students are expected to devote as much
time as necessary to keep current with class
assignments and homework. The course requires
extensive outof-class reading.

This course is designed to prepare
students to take an advanced placemertest and
earn up to two semesters of college credit in
English. Prior to the first day of class, two/three
major outside readings may be required.

College Writing §
215104 Level: 3
SCED: 01996
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of three Level 3
English courses

Credits: 1.0

College Writing is a course designed to
help students develop formal collegdevel writing
skills by emphasizing the writing process to
organize ideas logically and coherently. Studés
will write expository and persuasive essays with
attention to not only content, but grammar, usage,
punctuation, mechanics, diction, and sentence
structure. In addition, students will gain
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knowledge of electronic search procedures for
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documentation. Students may take the Advanced
Placement English Language and Composition
exam offered by The College Board.

Fundamentals of English | (DE) 8§ T

215114 Level: 4
Credits: 1.0 HS Credit / 3.0 WorWic Credits
SCED: 01101

Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of three Level 3
English courses

This dual enrolled course is designed to
help students develop their collegdevel writing
skills with an emphasis on the writing process. This
course includes an introduction to research skills.
Students write summary assignments and a series
of essays in various modes, culminating in an
argumentative research paper. Students must earn
A O6#6 10 AAOGOAO EIT rdEEO
Fundamentals of English Il (DE). This course may
not be offered at all schools.

Fundamentals of English Il (DE) § T

215124 Level: 4
Credits: 1.0 HS Credit / 3.0 WotWic Credits
SCED: 01149

Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of Fundamentals
of English |

This dual enrolled course continues to
help students develop their collegdevel writing
skills. Students are introduced to the study of
literature (prose, poetry, fiction and drama).
Students irtegrate outside sources with their own
ideas in written arguments. They also refine their
research and documentation skills. This course
may not be offered at all schools.

SAT Prep/College Research §
213123 Level: 3
SCED: 01203

Credits: 1.0

In this course, collegebound students are
provided with specific information in skills
necessary to be successful on the SAT. Students are
taught how to attack the test questions, are
provided with the kinds of questions on the test,
and are given practice in taking the SAT. At the
completion of the course, students are encouraged
to take the SAT at the first opportunity. After
students have taken the SAT, they will work on
individually prescribed skills that may include
conducting research, researching colleges, writing

- State Assessed Course
29



the college essay, and learning successful study
skills.

Introduction to Theatre §
220103 Level: 3
SCED: 05051

The Introduction to Theatre course is
designed to introduce students to the world of
theatre with an emphasis on theatre history.
Students will study theatre units beginning with
the origins of theatre in storytelling and ancient
rites and rituals. Units offered may include: Greek
and Roman Theatre, Medieval Theatre,

"""" AEAAOOANR
Elizabethan Theatre and Shakespeare, and
Restoration Drama.

As each period is introduced, students will
sample the dramatic literature of the period by
studying a play or portions of a play. Scenes may
be enacted and design projects may be
incorporated into the analysis of the text.

Students will be introduced to the form
and structure of a script and will learn how to read
a script.  Along with this, students will be
introduced to the basic terminology of dramatic
literature, such as rising action, and the basic
terminology of the theatre, such as upstage and
downstage. Students will make diagrams of a
variety of types of stages and learn the strengths
and limitations of the proscenium arch, arena, and
thrust stages.

Throughout the semester, students will
engage in acting exercises that teach concentration,
listening, observation, relaxation, projection and
articulation, stage movement, and character
development.

Students may produce one or more small
theatre pieces during the course of the semester.
This course satisfies the Fine Arts credit
requirements needed for graduation.

Credits: 1.0

Technical Theatre §
220113.1 Level: 3
SCED: 05053
Prerequisite: Introduction to Theatre

Credits: 10

This course is a pilot course. It will expose
students to the practical, tangible elements of
theatre production which include: Business/Public
Relations, Set Design and Construction, Scenic
Painting, Costume Design, Hair/Makeup Design,
and Lighting and Sound Design. The course will
incorporate Math, Science, English and Social
Studies concepts, as well as build students
creativity and artistic expression through the
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Maryland State Theatre Outcomes.The valuable
life skills students will learn through these
production-oriented tasks include, setting goals,
working collaboratively, meeting deadlines, and
learning to be resourceful. This is a handen
course which may require multiple projects and
culminate in a final performance, demonstrating
and showcasing their technical skis. This course
satisfies the Fine Arts credit requirements needed
for graduation.

Theatre Production §
220113~ level:3
scADodod2 A A E A
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The course is taught as a practicum.
Students learn by doing. There are three to four
productions a year in which students must
participate. Theory is taught through performance
situations in addition to acting fundamentals of
stage movement, voie, character development and
basic technical theater work in lighting, set
construction, makeup, costuming and stage
properties. This course satisfies the Fine Arts
credit requirements needed for graduation.

Creative Writing | §
220123 Level: 3
SCED: 01104

Credits: 1.0

The Creative Writing course includes
traditional and non-traditional writing in various
genres. The class receives practice in critiquing
and being critiqued. In general, Creative Writing is
a class that requires thinking skills and the
willingness to share one's work.

Creative Writing | is a prerequisite for
Creative Writing 1l.  This is a class intended to
instruct and inspire.

Creative Writing Il §

220133 Level: 3 Credits: 1.0
SCED: 01104

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of Creative
Writing |

Creative Writing 1l students must have
successfully completed Creative Writing I.  This
class is intended for the serious writer.
Assignments are more sophisticated than Creative
Writing | with a spotlight on possibilities in the
writing world. Creative Writing 1l students might
broadcast special occasion readings, conduct a
cross county workshop, serve as mentors to
Creative Writing | students, and produce a literary
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magazine. If circumstances permit, students will
participate in "classto-work" intern ship.

This class is for a motivated wordsmith
who wants to develop a style and consider a career
direction.

Introduction to Publications 8§
220143 Level: 3
SCED: 11101

Credits: 1.0

This course is designed s.an introduction
to the skills and knowledge needed to create a
quality publication, including a school newspaper,
an online school paper and a yearbook. Students
learn about the legality, responsibility, history and
philosophy of our evolving media. ®idents learn
to write for different purposes and audiences,
differentiate between, define and write feature
articles, news articles, sports stories and editorials.
Students learn the difference between writing for a
yearbook and writing for a scholastic news
publication. Students learn the basics of digital
photography, including how to take effective
photos, how to legally adjust and crop photos for
publication, how to use photos to enhance layout.
The course culminates with experiences in the
technical production of a school paper, using
publication software to layout pages.

Newspaper Production §
220153 Level: 3
SCED: 11104

Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of Introduction to
Publications

In this course, students apply skills and
knowledge to create a quality newspaper. Students
understand, accept, and apply the legal
responsibilities of ethical journalism that are vital
to a free and democratic society.

Students gain practical knowledge abut
page layout; advertising design; digital
photography and editing; interviewing,
researching, writing and editing skills for news,
features, sports, and editorial articles. Students
learn a variety of computer skills including word
processing; creating page designs  with
sophisticated software programs; enhancing page
layout with font choices and graphics; taking and
editing photographs.

The class is activitiesbased and product
oriented, and students are involved in every aspect
of publication. Studens earning credit in this class
develop critical thinking, reading, and writing skills
essential for success beyond high school.

Credits: 1.0

8 - Weighted Class
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Mythology §
220163
SCED: 01064

Level: 3 Credits: 1.0

This course introduces students to
classical mythology with an emphasis on the Greek,
Roman and Scandinavian stories about gods,
heroes, creation, love and other universal emotions
and conflicts. Students read and discuss The lliad
and The Odyssey, variousnyths, folk tales and
plays. Selections will be examined to discuss their
original contexts, their connections to Western
civilization and modern artistic and literary usages.

Students will read independently and in
groups to analyze the selections andot discuss
content critically. They will listen to selections and
analysis of selections by scholars, the teacher and
their peers. Students will outline, summarize, and
critigue material to develop a core understanding
of content knowledge.

Individual and group (small and large
group) activities are employed to analyze and
discuss the elements of myths and other selections;
students apply these interpretations by creating a
product to showcase their analyses. Projects
include analyzing and retelling selectins in
writing, in presentation/production, in scrapbook
memorabilia or other media formats. Activities and
are designed to develop reading, writing, analysis,
speaking and listening skills.

Yearbook Production §
220173 (year long) Level: 3
221173 (Fall)

222173 (Spring)

SCED: 11104

Credits: 1.0

This class is directly responsible for the
production of the high school yearbook. This class
teaches students the basic principles of magazine
style publication. Students gain practical
knowledge of layout and advertising design and
production; photography; photo editing; and
research, interview, writing, and editing
techniques for articles. Students also learn a
variety of computer skills including:  word
processing, data base construction and
management, and cameraeady graphics
production techniques.

The class is activities based and product
oriented. Students are directly involved in every
aspect of publication production from planning to
advertising sales, to actual production and even
sales and distribution. Students earning credit in

- State Assessed Course
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this class will have a sound knowledge base for
finding employment in a variety of publications
occupations and their related fields.

Communications Arts
220182 Level: 2
SCED: 01155

Credits: 1.0

This course offers a broad survey of a
variety of communications arts areas. Some of
these include: interpersonal communications,
nonverbal communications, speech and listening
skills, basic radio and television production,
advertising, and written communications - both
creative and journalistic.

Students have the opportunity to apply
some of these skills through educational access
channel television productions, daily morning in
houseradio broadcasts and cable television radio
broadcasts, publication of a communications arts
magazine, producing a variety of film productions
for the Worcester Tech Fest and ongoing public
service awareness programs.

Seminar in Literature
214213 Level: 2
SCED: 01099

Credits: 1.0

This elective class would focus on one of a variety
of topics included but not limited to Film Studies,
Shakespeare and Elizabethan Drama, and Short
Stories.

Latin | 8§
261133
SCED: 06301

Level: 3 Credits: 1.0

English language development owes much
to the Latin language and the Roman culture. Over
fifty percent of English vocabulary derives from
Latin root words. Latin | is an introductory course
that emphasizes Latin root words to improve
vocabulary, grammar,and spelling. Students will
gain a perspective of Roman culture. Knowledge of
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Latin vocabulary is applicable to a variety of
disciplines including biology, anatomy, psychology,
history, English, and collegdevel reading. Latin |
does not satisfy the wold language graduation
requirements.

Latinll §
262133
SCED: 06302

Prerequisite: Latin |

Level: 3 Credits: 1.0

At the intermediate level, students
continue the development of the previous skills.
Students will expand their study of word
derivation. They will also expand their
understanding of the similarities and differences
among languages and cultures.

Latin Il does not satisfy the world language
graduation requirements.

- Dual Enrollment Course

Freshman Seminar/Enrichment §
900203 Level: 3 Credits 1.0
SCED: 22102

May not be offered in all schools

The seminar class is designed to provide
smooth transition from middle to high school
through a basic orientation to high school life.
Topics coveredwill include study strategies, note
taking methods, test taking skills, time
management, social skills, conflict management,
and career decision planning. To meet the needs of
individuals and small groups, this course will
provide opportunities for students to refine their
skills as they build a foundation in major
curriculum areas. Assistance will be given to help
students meet success in their currently enrolled
classes and/or challenge students beyond the
curriculum especially in the area of PSAT an8AT
preparation.
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Family Consumer Science

General Family Consumer Science
151102 Level: 2 Credits: 1.0
SCED: 22201

Family Consumer Science units of study
are: interpersonal relationships, consumer
education, personal finance, foods and nutrition,
clothing and textiles, career exploration, and time
management.

Nutrition Science
152102 Level: 2
SCED: 22202

Credits: 1.0

This course is designed to teach skills in
planning, preparing, and serving meals
attractively.  Subject areas include: diet and
disease; weight control and nutrition; sanitation
and safety; food buyng and storage; consumer
education and careers.

Family and Child Care
153102 Level: 2
SCED: 22204

Credits: 1.0

This course is designed to teach students
about the importance of communication amag
family members and peers; selesteem; and
personal relationships. Students study their own
role in the different types of families and the
family's influence on society.

In Child Care, emphasis is placed on acquiring skills
needed to care and guide té physical, intellectual,
social and emotional needs of preschool children.
Students will receive an overview of fetal
development. Each student has the opportunity to
observe and work with children. Students will
learn to be aides in child care centerspursery
schools, Head Start programs, and elementary
schools, including legal responsibilities regarding
child abuse and neglect. Job seeking, employment
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skills, and career development activities are
included.

Singles Living
154102
SCED: 22208

Level: 2 Credits: 1.0

This course, recommended for juniors and
seniors, helps students learn responsibilities when
"living on their own". Units of study include:
getting an apartment; personal finance (including
budgeting, savings, utilities, transportation, taxes,
and insurance); meal planning; clothing care;
interior design; personal relationships; and health
care.
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